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MONTHLY MINIs 
 
• Connie Hunt of Rockcastle County has 

been selected to fulfill the term of Mr. 
Paul Gearhart through June 2008 as 
a member of The Center for Rural 
Development’s Executive Committee.   
Hunt currently holds the position of 
Chief Executive Officer and General 
Manager of Renfro Valley 
Entertainment Center. 

 
“I am so excited about the opportunity 
to serve on the Executive Committee,” 
said Hunt.  “I take pride in the fact 
that I can now have a more hands-on 
role of enhancing the lives of citizens 
in Southern and Eastern Kentucky.” 

 
• On February 23-24, Morehead State 

University's Little Company Theatre 
entertained and educated 
approximately 1,000 elementary and 
middle school students in Pulaski 
County with the lively performance, 
“How Can I Keep From Singing?”  
Participating schools included Eubank 
Elementary, Shopville Elementary, 
Woodstock Elementary and Southern 
Middle.  In addition to the 
performance, Little Company Theatre 
taught supplemental workshops to 
more than 90 students at each school 
teaching about performing art and 
the basics of theatre.  The Center for 
Rural Development sponsored each 
event.    

 
• Branson’s Ozark Jubilee came to The 

Center on February 17.  This musical 
variety show was in an original 
family-friendly country music format, 
which included traditional country, 
southern gospel and bluegrass.  
Presented by Lake Cumberland 
Performing Arts in partnership with 
The Center, Branson’s Ozark Jubilee 
sure entertainment for all.   

 

New educational opportunity in region 
U. S. Rep. Hal Rogers, Morehead State University President 

Wayne D. Andrews and Center for Rural Development President and 
CEO Lonnie Lawson have announced a partnership to provide new 
financial aid opportunities to some of Southern and Eastern 
Kentucky’s top high school students. MSU is partnering with The 
Center to provide 15 full tuition scholarships each year for graduates 
of the Rogers Scholars program who earn a score of 20 or better on 
the ACT and have an admission index of 600.  In addition, those 
students with an ACT of 28 or higher combined with a high school 
GPA of 3.75 will receive both full tuition and on-campus housing. 
Congressman Rogers said the Morehead State scholarships represent
a significant investment by the university in the future leaders of the 
region.  
 
The Center welcomes Stephanie Marsh 

Stephanie Marsh of Paintsville joined The Center for Rural 
Development team on February 6 as their newest community liaison 
representing Eastern Kentucky.   

“I love this region and the people in it,” said Marsh.  “I’m excited to 
work with an organization that provides tools to be more successful in 
business, improved public safety, increased arts and culture 
opportunities, and advancements in leadership training.” 

As a community liaison, Marsh will be a primary contact between 
The Center and local government officials, civic, community and 
business leaders and business interests in her region.  She will also 
be responsible for promoting Center programs and services that will 
benefit the communities she represents.  Included in Marsh’s service 
area are these counties: Lee, Breathitt, Bath, Rowan, Menifee, 
Morgan, Wolfe, Magoffin, Lawrence, Johnson, Floyd, Martin and Pike. 
She will join The Center’s other two existing community liaisons in 
their efforts to better represent and see first-hand the needs of The 
Center’s 42-county service area. 
 
2006 Boat Show a huge success 

Thousands across Southern and Eastern Kentucky escaped the 
winter chill by attending the 2006 South Kentucky Sport, Boat and 
Fishing Show the weekend of February 24-26 at The Center in 
Somerset.  Attendees saw all the latest must-haves for summer and 
were entertained by the live shark show and the rock climbing wall. 
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